
FROM THE KITCHEN OF: 
Alachua County District Library, Gainesville, FL

RECIPE: Crafting a smart and easy laptop checkout plan

“We created a ghost image, put it in a hidden partition, and using a flash 
drive with a run-time version of Ghost on it, we could redo the C: drive 
within 3 to 4 minutes between each use. Whatever the patrons have 
installed will be gone because we’re re -writing the user partition. And it 
didn’t take a long time and it was also very easy for non-technical staff 
to refresh it. All they had to do was basically insert the thumb drive and 
we set it up to boot off of USB. They essentially turned it off, put in the 
thumb drive, turned it on, and it re-wrote itself. And then it beeped at 
them when they were done.”

Micheal Fettes 
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The MaintainIT Project
www.maintainitproject.orgTell us your story!

Take a moment to get in touch and tell 
us how you maintain public computers 

in your library.

maintainit@techsoup.org

Learn from the experiences of others!

Visit www.maintainitproject.org and 
learn how libraries are keeping public  
computers available, and be sure to down-
load free guides—called “Cookbooks”—
packed full of stories and practical tips from 
public libraries across the country.

MaintainIT

Remember what may be  
 “that’s nothing” to you may be an  

“aha!” to someone else!
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